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ALTERNATIVE FUTURES

OVERCOMING
POVERTY IS NOT
A GESTURE OF
CHARITY. IT IS AN
ACT OF JUSTICE. IT
IS THE PROTECTION
OF A FUNDAMENTAL
HUMAN RIGHT, THE
RIGHT TO DIGNITY
AND A DECENT LIFE.
NELSON MANDELA

this might be one of the biggest obstacles
to eliminating poverty, with effectively no
affordable private housing options for renters on
low incomes in the current market.
But SACOSS thinks there is an alternative future,
where rather than denying, we can solve these
often deeply embedded structural problems.

Dear Delegate
Welcome to the 2022 SACOSS Conference
Alternative Futures: Ending Poverty. This is a
conference that we think confronts the pressing
issues we must face as we emerge from a global
pandemic and confront the realities of poverty
within our community. Across the day you’ll hear
from people with direct experiences of poverty
and inequality alongside policy makers, political
leaders and academics – all of whom are hoping
to drive a conversation about change.
In the height of the COVID crisis we found out
that JobSeeker could be doubled and, far from
seeing an economic catastrophe, we saw many
people finally able to #CoverTheBasics. They
could put food on the table, purchase needed
medicines, get a haircut and a decent pair of
shoes for their children, without worrying about
breaking their still incredibly modest budgets.
We also saw the move to a digital future
accelerate and realised just how easy and yet
important it is, that no-one is left on the wrong
side of the digital divide.
And the COVID experience exacerbated a
longstanding and growing problem with housing
affordability and especially rental affordability.
Spiraling rents are leaving low-income earners
without enough to cover chronic increases in the
cost of living and low vacancy rates are forcing
people to sleep in their cars. Aside from having
decent levels of income support payments

And it’s not just economic measures that are
needed to shape this alternative future without
poverty. We must be prepared to deal with
the way people systematically exposed to
poverty, inequality and injustice are actually
perceived and treated in our country. Public
attitudes in which people experiencing
poverty are considered responsible for their
own circumstances and myths about welfare
dependence must be exposed and challenged.
As importantly, with racism ever present but
far too often denied, and a vital referendum on
the way, it’s never been a more important time
for us all to hear the voices of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people and the invitation
they have made in agreeing the Uluru Statement
from the Heart. An invitation to seek out and
embrace the truth about our colonial history and
its impact for First Nations people, to provide
for a Voice to Parliament, and to work urgently
towards healing and peacemaking or Makarrata.
I believe that by accepting this invitation we are
sure to step towards a better future. I hope today
that you’ll explore ways to mobilise personally
as well as collaborate in our continuing drive to
eliminate poverty, inequality and injustice.
With thanks and in solidarity,
Ross Womersley
CEO, SACOSS
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To this end, this conference focuses on moving
toward solutions rather than simply defining
the problem. We know that income support
payments are inadequate and that there isn’t
enough affordable housing. So instead of
careful presentations outlining the way poverty
manifests itself, today’s conference takes up
key issues in panels deliberately composed of
diverse voices – hoping we can advance the
conversation on these matters and bring real
improvements for people’s lives.
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FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER: ADELAIDE CONVENTION CENTRE
9.00

REGISTRATIONS OPEN 8.30AM

Conference opening

9.25

PLENARY SESSION
Ending poverty is possible
Facilitator:
Helen Connolly
Commissioner for Children and Young People
Panel members:

• Hon Nat Cook MP, Minister for Human Services
• Professor Fran Baum AO, Director of Stretton Health Equity, Stretton
Institute, University of Adelaide

• Trish Spargo, Board Chair, Julia Farr Association
• Ma-Musu Kugba Nyande, Case Manager / Cultural Safety Facilitator,
Australian Refugee Association

10.25

MORNING TEA

AM

10.40

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Housing affordability: Moving
beyond wicked problems to
implementing solutions

‘Private is good; Public is bad’ Privatisation, outsourcing
and its consequences

Facilitator:
Gregg Ryan
Director and Consultant,
Community Housing

Facilitator:
Helen Sheppard
CEO, UnitingCare Wesley Bowden

Panel members:

• Professor Emma Baker, Director,
Australian Centre for Housing
Research

• Dr Jen Cleary, CEO, Centacare
Catholic Country SA

• Paul Reardon, Chief Operating
Officer, Unity Housing

Panel members:

• Theresa Brown, Chair, SA Social
Enterprise Council

• Shamal Dass, Head of Philanthropic

Services & Family Advisory, JBWere

• Melissa Clarke, Principal

Consultant, Katji Yanun Consultancy
and Aboriginal Services

• Jennifer Harris, Anti-Poverty
Network SA

11.40

PLENARY SESSION
Public attitudes about poverty

Panel members:

Facilitator:
Stacey Thomas
CEO, The Wyatt Trust

• Louise Sylvan, Chair, Energy Consumers Australia
• Hayden Patterson, Executive Director, Worldwide Unemployed Workers’ Unions
• Maiy Azize, Deputy Director, Anglicare Australia

FRIDAY 18 NOVEMBER: ADELAIDE CONVENTION CENTRE
12.40

LUNCH

1.40

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
What is this thing called welfare
dependence? Busting the myths
about government support

The future is digital.
You have to be in it to win it

Facilitator:
Dr Elise Klein
Associate Professor of Public Policy,
Australian National University

Facilitator:
Teresa Corbin
Chief Customer Advocate, Telstra

Panel members:

• Susan Tilley, Senior Policy Officer,
SACOSS

Panel members:

• Kate Fox, Executive Officer,

South Australian Financial
Counsellors Association (SAFCA)

• Pas Forgione, Campaigns

• Jessica Wilson, Chief Executive

• Deb Moyle, Project Manager,

• Helena Kyriazopoulos OAM, Chief

Coordinator, Anti-Poverty
Network SA

Officer, The Good Things
Foundation

Red Cross Justice Reinvestment

Sponsored by: Anglicare SA

2.40

REGISTRATIONS OPEN 8.30AM

Executive Officer, Multicultural
Communities Council of SA (MCCSA)

Sponsored by: Telstra

AFTERNOON TEA

PM

PLENARY SESSION
The Uluru Statement - A path out of poverty
Facilitator:
Dwyane Coulthard
Member of the SA Uluru Statement Group
Facilitator: Dwyane Coulthard, Member of the SA Uluru Statement Group
Panel members:

• Cheryl Axleby, Head of Aboriginal Housing, SA Housing Authority
• Arrin Hazelbane, Manager, Policy and Statewide, Aboriginal Affairs and
Reconciliation, Attorney-General’s Department

• Natalie Wade, Founder and Principal Lawyer, Equality Lawyers
4.05PM

Closing address

4.30PM

Conference concludes
End-of-day networking drinks
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THE WORLD IS
BEFORE YOU, AND
YOU NEED NOT
TAKE IT OR LEAVE
IT AS IT WAS WHEN
YOU CAME IN.
JAMES BALDWIN

CONFERENCE MC
Natalie has over 40 years of experience in community development, social planning, community
engagement, conflict resolution and strategic planning.
Natalie held leadership positions in the public and private sectors prior to managing her own consultancy for
20 years. She managed complex and wide-ranging community engagement projects associated with new
greenfield housing developments as well as urban infill and redevelopment projects.
NATALIE FULLER

Natalie currently serves as a director on the boards of Habitat for Humanity SA and Westside Housing.

SESSION FACILITATORS

HELEN CONNOLLY

Helen has 30 years’ experience as a leader in human services. Throughout her career, Helen has taken an
active advocacy role on the main policy issues that impact on the wellbeing of Australian families and
children, with a strong focus on early intervention and prevention strategies.

Teresa was appointed to the newly created Chief Customer Advocate (CCA) position at Telstra in November
2021. This role works to ensure customers are treated both fairly and responsibly and partners with the
operational business units to provide impartial guidance. Feedback from key external stakeholders is also
collected so that it is considered in the development and support of Telstra products. The CCA is impartial
and independent, reporting regularly to both the Telstra Board and CEO leadership team. Teresa values
transparency and understands that collaborative relationships lead to better customer outcomes.
TERESA CORBIN

Dwayne Coulthard is a proud Adnyamathanha and Kokatha man. As a proud signatory to the Uluru
Statement, Dwayne continues to advocate for Voice, Treaty and Truth.
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Helen Connolly became South Australia’s first Commissioner for Children and Young People in April 2017.
The position was established under the Children and Young People (Oversight and Advocacy Bodies) Act
2016. The Commissioner promotes and advocates for the rights, development and wellbeing of all children
and young people in South Australia, with a special focus to engage with and listen to children who aren’t
usually heard.

DWAYNE COULTHARD

Dr Elise Klein (OAM) is an Associate Professor of Public Policy at the Crawford School, Australian National
University, and co-director of the Australian Basic Income Lab. Her research focuses on development policy
with a specific interest in work, redistribution, decoloniality and care.

DR ELISE KLEIN OAM
Gregg Ryan is an experienced director and public administrator in human services. From an early career as a
social worker and advocate, he has held senior positions in Commonwealth, Victorian and South Australian
government departments, and at the City of Adelaide.
Gregg has worked and consulted in children’s services, mental health and social housing, with a particular
focus on legislative, program and financial innovation involving the not-for-profit sector.
At the South Australian Housing Trust until 2020, he managed community housing programs, including the
introduction of national regulatory reform and the transfer of public housing to not-for-profit management.
GREGG RYAN

He continues his involvement in social and affordable housing and community development as a board
director, consultant, and volunteer.
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Helen’s desire to make the world a better place was born in her early childhood. Committed to social
justice, Helen’s parents made their home a welcoming haven for people who are pushed to the fringes
of our community – people with mental health challenges, people who were homeless, friends from the
Pitjantjatjara Aboriginal community.

HELEN SHEPPARD

That early engagement with exclusion and injustice led Helen to a career in the for-purpose, not-for-profit
industry. She builds successful enterprises, leads growth, develops and delivers on strategy and creates
innovative, successful and happy cultures. With 25 years senior leadership, operations and business
development expertise in the health, disability, community, employment and training sectors, Helen is
passionate about customer experience, outcomes-driven practice and establishing strategic business
partnerships that deliver social impact. In volatile external environments, she has restructured and reengineered organisations that flex to changing consumer needs and achieve commercial success.
Helen holds qualifications in social work, management and business.
Stacey is the CEO of The Wyatt Trust, one of Australia’s oldest and well-respected grant making trusts, with
a vision of challenging inequality and eradicating poverty in South Australia. She also serves as the CEO of
Foundation SA, South Australia’s newest community foundation providing a vehicle for individuals, families
and businesses to formalise their philanthropy.
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Prior to her appointment Stacey was the CEO of the Fay Fuller Foundation and has previously held roles with
the Myer Family Company, Telstra Foundation and The Trust Company.

STACEY THOMAS

Stacey holds a Master of Business majoring in Philanthropy and Social Investment and is an accredited
Mental Health First Aider. A passionate volunteer, Stacey is a Director of Philanthropy Australia and was
on the management committee of Impact100 SA for its first five years of operation, as well as serving on a
number of other boards and advisory committees.

PANELLISTS
Nat Cook is the South Australian Minister for Human Services and has been an elected Member of Parliament
since 2014. She was Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Housing and Urban Development in the
previous Labor government.
Nat is a lifetime local of Adelaide’s southern suburbs, a fierce advocate for her local constituents and a
dedicated mum.
Nat’s passions lie in health and disability care, ending homelessness, and making our families and
communities fairer and safer places in which to live.
Having spent nearly 30 years as a Registered Nurse in specialty areas such as intensive care and brain injury
rehabilitation, Nat is honoured to hold the title of Adjunct Associate Professor with the School of Nursing and
Midwifery, University of South Australia.
HON NAT COOK MP

After losing their son Sam to a violent and unprovoked one-punch assault in 2008, Nat and husband Neil
formed the Sammy D Foundation to educate youth about the consequences of violence.
On becoming the Minister in 2022, Nat committed to a proactive and collaborative approach to delivering
improved policy and services for marginalised South Australians.
Cheryl is a proud Narungga Woman, passionate about improving the quality of life for her people. Cheryl
has worked with the Aboriginal community, Federal Government and South Australian Government
sectors throughout a career spanning over 40 years. Cheryl has extensive experience in working within the
Aboriginal community sector, law and justice, human rights, women’s issues, Aboriginal family violence, youth
justice, child and youth & family services, Closing the Gap and the Uluru Statement from the Heart.
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Cheryl is the National Co-chair of Change the Record, the only Aboriginal led Justice Coalition in Australia
and is the recently appointed Head of Aboriginal Housing with the SA Housing Authority.

CHERYL AXLEBY

Just like Martin Luther King, Cheryl too has a dream. A dream where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Australians are treated with respect and dignity, enjoy a life without racism, enjoy a longer life expectancy,
have real jobs, live a life without poverty, have stable and affordable housing, access to quality education, are
empowered to make their own decisions, and are properly acknowledged and respected as the First Nations
peoples of Australia.
Maiy Azize is the Deputy Director of Anglicare Australia. With over 20,000 staff and services in every local
community, Anglicare Australia is one of Australia’s largest charitable networks. Maiy is the author of many
of Anglicare Australia’s research projects and reports, including Asking Those Who Know and Five Ideas
Australia Needs Now.

MAIY AZIZE

Before joining Anglicare Australia, Maiy ran national and local political campaigns, served as a political
advisor, and worked as an executive in the community sector. She is passionate about campaigning,
persuading, and making change.

Emma Baker is a Professor of Housing Research at the University of Adelaide, where she leads the
Australian Centre for Housing Research. Her work examines the health and human impacts of housing
and location in urban and regional environments, producing academic, as well as policy-relevant research.
Driving this work is a conceptual focus on housing and location as a social determinant of health and an
interest in analyses that utilise longitudinal, spatial and administrative big data.
PROFESSOR
EMMA BAKER

She has held multiple grants from the National Health & Medical Research Council and the Australia
Research Council considering health inequities and public policy, social determinants of health and Health
in All Policies. She holds an NHMRC Investigator Fellowship (Leadership Level 3) which provides $2.24m
for a research program entitled “Restoring the Fair Go: which policies and practices are likely to reverse
growing health inequities in Australia post-COVID-19”.
Theresa Brown has worked in the community sector in senior management in community development
and service development and design for over 25 years in both local government and not-for-profit sectors
including social housing, out-of-home care, community centres, youth justice and disability.
She is the founder of ‘Play it On’ a social enterprise that provides subsidy grants assisting children from
families in need to play sport through the collection and sale of new and used sporting equipment. Play
it On also works with young autistic people through their work skill development programs. Theresa
developed Play it On after her time at Playford Council where the participation rate of children and young
people was half the rate of those in higher SES areas. She also started the Northern Sound System at
Playford Council - a youth engagement music centre and youth hub.

THERESA BROWN

Theresa has an Honours Degree in Arts-Social Enquiry and an MBA specialising in Entrepreneurship, and
studied with the School of Social Entrepreneurs. She also is Whitebox Enterprises inaugural Fellowship
winner.
Theresa is a founding member of SASEC (South Australian Social Enterprise Council) and is the Chair of its
first democratically elected Board, and sits on the Australian Social Enterprise Network Alliance (ASENA).
Melissa is a proud Ngarrindjeri woman whose ancestral ties stretch across to the Wirangu peoples of
the west coast and the Kaurna peoples of the Adelaide Plains. Melissa has recently established Katji
Yanun Consultancy and Aboriginal Services (Katji Yanun) and is a member of The Circle – First Nations
Entrepreneur Hub. Katji Yanun is a Ngarrindjeri word for ‘Truth Telling’, of which all her work is centred on.
Melissa brings more than 25 years of work in the fields of human rights and social justice. She is a fierce
advocate and activator for First Nations communities to ensure the self-determination, and advancement
of the rights of Aboriginal children, families, and communities.

MELISSA CLARKE

DR JEN CLEARY

Melissa is an authentic leader and executive coach who brings her passion, common sense and practical
advice to her peers, communities and those in leadership. Melissa is able to drive change and brings hope
and courage to those around her. She has led teams in government and non-government organisations,
engaging First Nations communities, and driving strategic reform towards improved outcomes for First
Nations peoples in the justice and child protection systems.
Dr Jen Cleary is a human geographer, with a background spanning regional, rural and remote research,
development, social services and social policy. She is currently the CEO of Centacare Catholic Country SA,
a ‘for purpose’ organisation providing social services across the Catholic Diocese of Port Pirie - a footprint
of some 900,000 sq km spanning the far west coast, Eyre Peninsula, far north, mid-north and Yorke
Peninsula. Dr Cleary also holds an adjunct position as Associate Professor at the University of Adelaide.
She is a member of the SACOSS and TAFE SA Boards and a member of the Arts Advisory Panel for Justice
and Society at the University of South Australia.
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PROFESSOR FRAN
BAUM AO

Professor Fran Baum AO is a public health social scientist with a special interest in creating and advocating
for healthy, equitable and sustainable societies. She is Director of Stretton Health Equity, Stretton Institute,
University of Adelaide. From 2009-2021 she was a Matthew Flinders Distinguished Professor and Director
of the Southgate Institute for Health, Society and Equity at Flinders University. She received an Officer
of the Order of Australia (AO) for her public health service. She is a Fellow of the Academy of the Social
Sciences in Australia, the Australian Academy of Health and Medical Sciences and of the Australian
Health Promotion Association. She is a past National President and Life Member of the Public Health
Association of Australia. She is the immediate past co-Chair of the Global Steering Council of the People’s
Health Movement – a global network of health activists (www. phmovement.org) and a member of the
PHM Advisory Council. She is the author of The New Public Health (2016, Oxford University Press) and
Governing for Health (2019 Oxford University Press) and co-editor of the Oxford Textbook of Global Public
Health (2021).
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Shamal joined JBWere in 2012 and leads the Philanthropic Services and Family Advisory business. He
provides tailored advice to for-purpose organisations and private clients.
Shamal is an Adjunct Associate Professor at the Centre for Social Impact, University of NSW Business School,
and teaches the Governance for Social Impact course at the Australian Graduate School of Management
(AGSM). He serves as a Board Director for a number of organisations, including ARACY, Earthwatch Australia,
Two Good Foundation and the Constellation Project.
SHAMAL DASS

Pas Forgione is Campaigns Coordinator for Anti-Poverty Network SA, a grassroots advocacy organisation led
by people directly affected by poverty and unemployment. He has been a member of the organisation since
it was founded in 2013. In 2019 and 2020, he worked for ACOSS (Australian Council of Social Service) as
Campaigner and Community Organiser for the Raise The Rate campaign.
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PAS FORGIONE

Kate Fox is the Executive Officer of the South Australian Financial Counsellors Association (SAFCA), the
peak body for financial counsellors in South Australia and the Northern Territory. She has spent over 25 years
working across philanthropic, not-for-profit and government organisations. Kate has also served on several
community service/not-for-profit/philanthropic boards and committees. She is particularly passionate about
financial literacy, financial wellbeing and social justice, amongst many other passion areas. Kate is a graduate
of the Australian Institute of Company Directors and has completed a Masters in Business Administration and
a Bachelor of Social Work.
KATE FOX

As an Adelaide born and bred woman, Jennifer has slowly watched the rental market become harder and
harder to access. Jennifer had been renting private houses since 1992, until in 2006, when a landlord gave
her 2 weeks notice that her lease wouldn’t be renewed. As this is lawful in SA, Jennifer had no option but to
leave. Since then, she has been trying to manage homelessness while looking for suitable accommodation.
JENNIFER HARRIS
Arrin is a proud Warai and Kokatha man with strong cultural connections to the Finniss River region in the
Northern Territory and the Far West Coast in South Australia.
He has held various positions across the State Government and has served on a range of committees working
on policy and strategic initiatives. His motivation has always been to drive change that leads to positive
outcomes for First Nations people.

ARRIN HAZELBANE

Arrin is a respected member of the community, who was a participant at the First Nations Regional Dialogue
in Adelaide, a South Australian delegate to the First Nations National Constitutional Convention in Uluru and
signatory to the Uluru Statement from the Heart.
In 2018 she launched her business ‘Nyande.Bo’ to create opportunities for BIPOC women to network,
share experiences and bond. To provide a space that black women can feel safe and be surrounded by a
community of women who understand their experience. She has also become a bridge connecting other
community groups with the African Community in South Australia.
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MA-MUSU KUGBA
NYANDE

HELENA
KYRIAZOPOULOS
OAM

Ma-Musu is a case manager and cultural safety facilitator with the Australian Refugee Association. Her work
enables her to provide insight and cultural safety/ and competency workshops for organizations, schools,
and businesses to be more intentional with the service, spaces, and opportunities they provide. This work
is done through exploring our own implicit bias and how that impacts the way we live. She works across
various schools in the north, supporting newly and established young people in the area navigate life, identity
and belonging.
Ma-Musu Nyande was the recipient of Port Adelaide and Enfield Junior Citizen of the Year 2022 and was
recently recognized as part of SA’s 26 most inspiring women for new state of mind campaign.
Helena Kyriazopoulos OAM is the CEO of the Multicultural Communities Council of SA (MCCSA), the peak
multicultural agency in South Australia, and an affiliate of the Federation of Ethnic Communities Council of
Australia (FECCA). She has a Degree in Business, Industrial Relations. She previously worked for Alzheimer’s
Australia for over 22 years as the Access and Equity Unit Coordinator and the Secretariat for Alzheimer’s
Australia - National Cross Cultural Dementia Network. Helena has over 40 years’ experience in the
multicultural sector, and has held numerous past Board positions. She currently sits on the following Boards:
Council on the Ageing SA, Aged Rights Advocacy Service and the Mental Health Foundation Australia and is
a member of the Australian Multicultural Council. Helena is child of Greek heritage with her parents arriving
as war refugees following WW2. Helena is passionate about ensuring that the CALD voice contributes to the
overall direction of the South Australian Community.

Deb Moyle is a proud Ngarrindjeri woman who lives and breathes Indigenous-led solutions to matters
impacting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. As a Red Cross Project Manager for Justice
Reinvestment projects, she has led the development of the Port Adelaide Aboriginal Leadership group,
Tiraapendi Wodli, (meaning ‘protecting home’ in Kaurna language) together with Justice Reinvestment SA to
lead and monitor justice and Aboriginal family wellbeing.
DEB MOYLE
Hayden Patterson is a board member for ACOSS, SUPER CRO, and the Body Positive Congress, as well as
co-Director of several charities, and works for over a dozen different organisations representing, supporting
and amplifying the collective lived experiences of our most vulnerable around this entire country within sexual
health, mental health, social services and welfare policy reform.
Beyond titles and positions however, Hayden is a man who is genuinely passionate about fighting the injustices
faced by poorer Australians. Having spent 14 months homeless around Australia, Hayden offers a unique
empathy and firsthand knowledge for these experiences and clarity to the needs of the less fortunate.
HAYDEN PATTERSON
Paul is Chief Operations Officer with Unity Housing Company, a Community Housing Company, and has
responsibility for tenancy management services.

PAUL REARDON

In his time with SAHA he also led emergency relief programs during state disasters, including bushfires and the
pandemic.

TRISH SPARGO

Trish Spargo is a senior disability policy advisor and strategist with over 20 years of experience working to
improve social justice and equity for people living with disability in South Australia across government and
statutory settings. She has extensive experience in disability service delivery and redevelopment, person-centred
planning, public policy, cultural change projects, research, and law reform. She has worked as the Manager of
Strategy, Policy and Engagement at the Equal Opportunity Commission and as a Senior Policy Officer within
the South Australian Government Royal Commission Response Unit providing advice to Cabinet on matters and
recommendations arising from the Disability Royal Commission. Trish has served as a non-executive director
and trustee on disability and health not-for-profit boards. Anchored in her lifelong experience of disability, she
currently chairs JFA, a leading organisation working to assist people living with disability to get a fair go.

LOUISE SYLVAN

Louise has significant experience in consumer affairs policy analysis and advocacy. She is Chair of the Reliable
Affordable Clean Energy for 2030 Cooperative Research Centre; Chair of Energy Consumers Australia, a nonexecutive director of the Australian Centre for Social Innovation (TACSI), policy advisor to the Australian Risk
Policy Institute, a Member of the Advisory Panel of the Net Zero Australia project and of the Australian Privacy
Foundation. Formerly Chief Executive Officer of the Australian National Preventive Health Agency, Louise was
also a Commissioner of the Productivity Commission and Deputy Chair of the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC). Louise conducted the review of the Coordination and Funding of Financial
Counselling Services in Australia released by the Australian Government in November 2020.
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Paul has worked in a range of senior roles, in government and the private sector. Within government, Paul held
executive positions with a wide range of responsibilities ranging from the Nation Building Economic Stimulus
(Social Housing) construction program, worked on the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara Lands in South
Australia’s far north west and was Executive Director for Customers and Services in the SA Housing Authority
(SAHA).

Sue Tilley is a Senior Policy Officer at SACOSS. Sue has worked in the labor movement, post-apartheid land
rights advocacy, and community development in South Africa, before moving to Australia.
Her research interest towards a PhD include the automation and privatisaion of social security systems and
the impact of these on changing the relationship between the welfare state and citizens. This includes the
wellbeing of children and families, preventative health and Allyship with First Nations interests.
SUSAN TILLEY
Natalie Wade is a prominent disability rights lawyer and advocate. As the Founder and Principal Lawyer of
Equality Lawyers, Natalie is a leader in providing premium legal advice and representation to people with
disabilities and their families. In 2016, Natalie was awarded Australian Young Lawyer of the Year and South
Australian Young Lawyer of the Year in recognition of her work on law reform projects that advanced the rights
of people with disabilities and commitment to diversity in the legal profession. Natalie provides an authentic
and professional on disability rights issues in Australia.
NATALIE WADE
As the CEO for social change charity Good Things Foundation Australia, Jess Wilson is passionate about
ensuring all Australians can participate in our increasingly digital-based society. With a BA, BScWk (Hons) and
Grap Dip in Primary Education, Jess has held not-for-profit executive roles for over 10 years with a focus on
creating systemic change in family support, education and digital inclusion sectors.

JESS WILSON

Jess leads Good Things Foundation Australia’s programs across government, corporate and community
sectors and has built a thriving national network of community partners who deliver life-changing digital
inclusion programs in local communities. Jess is recognised as a leader in Australia’s digital inclusion landscape,
advocating for greater awareness, investment and collaboration to close the digital divide for all.
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COMMUNITY SECTOR WORKERS
SUPPORTING SOUTH AUSTRALIA

WWW.SACOSS.ORG.AU/HEREFORSA

KEN GALBRAITH

ALTERNATIVE FUTURES ENDING POVERTY 2022

IN RECENT TIMES NO
PROBLEM HAS BEEN
MORE PUZZLING TO
THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE
THAN WHY, IN A
TROUBLED WORLD,
WE MAKE SUCH
POOR USE OF OUR
AFFLUENCE.
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Are you assisting people
on a low or fixed income?
Do they need help to
pay bills?
Concessions can help
people pay the cost of living,
energy, water, Emergency
Services Levy, and more.

Check the Concession Finder
dhs.sa.gov.au/concessions
For more information, contact ConcessionsSA on:
1800 307 758 (office hours)
concessions@sa.gov.au

P009

With thanks to our event sponsors for their valued support
SESSION SPONSORS

EXHIBITORS
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COMMUNITY SECTOR SUPPORTERS
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South Australian Council of Social Service
47 King William Road
Unley, SA, 5061 Australia
p. (08) 8305 4222
w. sacoss.org.au
SACOSS acknowledges traditional owners of country
throughout South Australia, and recognises the continuing
connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our
respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures,
and to elders both past and present.

