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The poor energy performance of South 
Australian homes leads to high energy 
costs and low thermal comfort.

In a cost of living crisis, the poor energy 
performance of South Australian housing 
exacerbates energy and housing 
affordability issues. 



Why are we focusing on energy performance and 
electrification in South Australian houses?

•Lack of access to healthy housing and measures to improve household energy 
performance can drive inequality and cause more households to slip into 
energy poverty. 

•Modest investments in energy efficiency improvements can lead to significant 
savings on energy bills, and other benefits for households. 

•Governments have committed to emissions reductions and a net-zero carbon 
future. This cannot be achieved without significant and rapid household 
electrification and retrofitting. 



Key considerations in our work on energy 
performance and electrification
•8 million homes were built before energy efficiency standards were introduced

•Investing rapidly in significant energy performance retrofits and household electrification is a 
highly effective way to relieve pressure on the cost of living, on the electricity grid, and on the 
environment. 

•People are dying and getting sick because they can’t afford to keep their homes at a livable 
temperature, or because their homes can’t maintain a livable temperature. 

•Poor household energy performance forces people to waste energy just to make their homes 
livable. Living in a healthy home shouldn’t break the bank. 

•Failing to prioritise low-income households increases the likelihood that they are left behind in 
the energy transition. 

•This is an area where the cost of living crisis and the climate crisis intersect very visibly. This 
presents unique opportunities to collaborate, but also to have significant positive impacts.



Benefits of improving energy performance 

https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/bill-savings-simulator/



The Cost of Inefficient Housing
•Research from SACOSS and Renew: 
• SA households are paying more than they need to when heating (and cooling) their homes 

• Switching from gas to electric heating can save households at least $500*, while undertaking further 
energy efficiency upgrades such as installing ceiling insulation, blinds, and draught proofing can leave 
households over $1000* better off each year. When thermal efficiency improvements are combined 
with a switch to reverse cycle air conditioning, households can see significant energy bill reductions 
even with the addition of summer cooling that may have been unavailable to them previously.

• Up front costs can be a significant barrier, however where government rebates are available the 
upgrades/retrofits pay for themselves more quickly

•Research from Better Renting: estimating the cost of inefficient rental housing in SA
• There are an estimated 145,000 rental households (out of a total 190,000 rental households) that would 

benefit from minimum energy efficiency standards 

• The average inefficient household is missing out on $2800 of benefits per year. The least efficient 
households (about 42,000 of them) are missing out by about $4500 per year. 

• Renters are missing out on about $410 million a year in SA



SACOSS’ work on energy performance 
and electrification

Key issues:
• Poor energy performance of rental properties

• Poor energy performance of existing housing stock

• Introducing mandatory disclosure and minimum standards

• Electrification and a just energy transition

• Mass, rapid energy performance retrofits 

• Prioritising low income households 

What we’re working on: 

• Residential Tenancies Act review

• National collaborations 

• Research on costs of inefficient heating and cooling in Adelaide

• Fact sheets and lobbying 

• Eyes on the budget: energy relief package energy efficiency measures (federal), concessions (state) 



What can we do? 

https://tinyurl.com/252jd3w5
email your logo to 
malwina@sacoss.org.au

Joint Statement for Organisations: Make Renting Fair Email Campaign: Community Sector Blueprint: 

https://tinyurl.com/3tudjvnzhttps://tinyurl.com/5n7ev22y
Social media assets available: 
https://tinyurl.com/mbr72csh
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