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Updates: Fire Danger Season  

By the 1st December, every region in South Australia will be in Fire Danger Season. Fire danger season 

will conclude at different dates dependent on the region in 2019 with the last dates being the 30th April.  

Coming into summer, it will be important to ensure that those we work with and support are conscious 

of the heightened risks of bushfire and ensure that our emergency plans are in place and our kits are 

stocked. For further details about the dates for your region and what this means, visit the CFS website.  

Resource in focus 
Zone Emergency Management Plans 
South Australia is divided into eleven Emergency Management Zones and the Zone 

Emergency Management Committees (ZEMC) provide regional leadership in 

emergency management. One of the main roles of the ZEMC is the development of a 

Zone Emergency Management Plan. On the SES website, you will find copies of the 

Zone Emergency Management Plans which highlight the Key Hazards and Risks 

Summaries for each region. These documents have been written to be concise and 

to give you helpful links to information on how to minimise the impact to you and 

your family.    

Good news story: Kalyra Communities 
Kalyra Communities provides retirement living, aged care and in home 

support to older members of the community. With three aged care 

facilities and three retirement villages, they are a large organisation 

supporting residents and their families across Adelaide.  

After attending the Karoonda workshop, the staff at Kalyra Communities 

have been actively workings to be better prepared for an emergency 

event. Kalyra Communities leadership team completed an ACOSS toolkit 

session facilitated by Red Cross and staff have received a workshop on 

emergency preparedness.  

Kalyra Communities have also started conversations with Mitcham City 

Council to work more closely together to ensure a better response in the 

https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/bans_and_ratings/fire_danger_season_dates.jsp
https://www.ses.sa.gov.au/site/community_safety/community_engagement/zone_emergency_management_plans.jsp
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event of an emergency. Kalyra Communities continues to work through their ACOSS toolkit results to 

continually improve their readiness for an emergency.  
 

Practice Scenario: Extreme Heat. 
We encourage you to use these as part of wider staff discussions of what your action plans are in case of 

an emergency. Walking through the scenario and having discussions about what you would do before, 

during and after an emergency will help ensure you are aware of any gaps and in a real event that your 

staff and volunteers are ready to respond.  

Extreme heat 

The Bureau of Meteorology are predicting maximum temperatures exceeding 38.7 degrees with 

overnight minimum temperatures of 25.4 degrees for at least the next 5 days.  

There have been warnings issued of an increased likelihood of rolling blackouts and interruptions to 

public transport. Local councils will be limiting some services such as outdoor work and community 

transport, with essential works to be conducted in the early morning to avoid the higher temperatures.  

Certain public venues will extend their opening hours to provide respite from the heat for those without 

sufficient cooling in their homes.  

The fire danger rating is listed as ‘severe’.  

For your workplace, consider the following:  

 What advice and duties will you be giving your staff?  

 What messages will you be communicating to your clients/ customers/ community members and 

when? 

 Do you work with people who will be at risk from the heat wave? What will be done to maintain 

your duty of care both to staff and those they work with?  

 What services will be critical to maintain? Are there any services that will be cancelled or 

reduced?  

 If services will be cancelled or reduced, what impact will this have on clients/ members/ 

customers/ community?  

 How will fatigue be managed? 

In the case of a heat wave, remember that: 



 

 

 Extreme heat causes more deaths and hospitalisations in Australia than all other natural 

disasters combined. 

 Heatwaves are a particular risk for those with health issues, the elderly, children, outdoor 

workers and those with disabilities. But anyone can be at risk if they don’t take precautions to 

keep hydrated and cool, even if they are fit and healthy.  

 Infrastructure such as electricity, transport networks and communications can be at a 

heightened risk of breakdown during heat waves.  

 Increased demands on ambulances and hospitals can be expected.  

 Outdoor work will cease and agriculture will be impacted reducing productivity and potentially 

leading to food shortages.  

 Climate change will lead to more frequent and more extreme heat waves in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Do you have any questions regarding your emergency planning or your organisations role in an 

emergency? Contact Jess Law, Community Resilience Project Officer to have a chat. 

jlaw@redcross.org.au  or 08 8100 4664 
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