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social inclusion Questions

�What role does the media play in stigmatising and isolating people who are 
disadvantaged in society? Can you think of any stories you have seen recently and how 
disadvantaged people have been portrayed?

What do you think the 
effects of locking people 
in prison might have on 
their future life?



What can I do?

After reading the Blueprint you may be left asking ‘what can I do?’ 

Many people believe that their voice is not loud enough or important enough. 
This is not true; every voice in Australia is vital and valid, and the more we 
express our well-considered views the fairer our society is likely to be. 

Changing the social, political and economic factors that create and maintain 
disadvantage needs the government, private and community sectors to work 
together with the broader community to change our current unequal social 
environment. 

Initially it is vitally important that awareness is raised regarding not only the 
plight of the increasing numbers of disadvantaged people in our communities 
but also the social issues that contribute to the experience of poverty. 

The disadvantage that is being felt by many within our communities will 
not change unless people become informed and act at a grass roots level to 
change it!
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You can change your world one step at a time by:

Considering a career in the community sector. •	
Talking about social inequality and possible solutions •	
with each other, with friends and family.
Don’t accept what you are told about •	 public policy without 
understanding the reasons and rationale.
Creating class projects that highlight social inequality and •	
disadvantage.
Engaging in debates at school and in the broader •	
community. 
Sending an email or writing a letter to your local State and •	
Federal members of parliament.
Devising policy solutions that you believe will help to •	
lessen the lifelong impact of disadvantage and send them 
to us at SACOSS, sacoss@sacoss.org.au 
Joining an online action network like the ACOSS Australia •	
Fair action network, www.australiafair.org.au
Becoming involved in the community in which you live.•	

I keep six honest serving men
(They taught me all I knew);

Their names are What and Why and When;
And How and Where and Who.

— Rudyard Kipling
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