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Energy Minister must secure review of electricity price rises 
 
The South Australian Council of Social Service has formally written to SA 
Energy Minister Patrick Conlon, asking the Minister to use his  powers under 
the Essential Services Commission Act  to obtain a review of yesterday’s 
decision from the Essential Services Commission allowing a 12% increase in 
the price of electricity.  
 
SACOSS Execut ive Director, Ross Womersley said,  
 
“Like many South Austral ians, SACOSS was alarmed by the extraordinary  pr ice 
r ise announced yesterday. A 12% increase, which for an average electr ic ity user 
wi l l  add $35 to the quarterly bi l l ,  wi l l  hit  many people hard, part icular ly low income 
earners.  This comes on top of  a  $15 increase in August this year. These 
increases wi l l make l ife especially dif f icult  for those who are working part -t ime, on 
social secur ity, or who have special needs around electr icity usage, for instance 
those with medical condit ions that make them heat intolerant and reliant on air -
condit ioning.” 
 
“We believe that there are several grounds on which the Essential Services 
Commission’s price determination should be reviewed, including that they have 
failed to give adequate weight to the needs of  consume rs as required under the 
Act. Questions have also been raised about the accuracy  of  their considerat ion of  
long-term wholesale electr ic ity costs – a key driver of  the retail pr ice increases.”  
 
“There is no doubt that the government should act to protect th e interests of  
South Australian energy consumers. The f irst step would be for Minister Conlon to 
immediately seek a review of  yesterday’s decision. ” 
 
“The government should also seek to urgently increase energy concessions for 
low income earners and move to index them in future in l ine with  pr ice increases.” 
 
“SACOSS also bel ieves that it  is imperat ive that the government move to protect 
its most vulnerable community members f rom spirall ing energy costs. This could 
include establ ishing a high level task for ce to examine long term issues of  energy 
affordabil i ty. This would include looking at the design regulat ions for new 
bui ldings to ensure greater levels o f  energy eff iciency, and providing  further 
assistance with retrof it t ing exist ing bui ldings. ” 
 
SACOSS understands that the government has 10 working days to lodge an 
applicat ion for a review of  the determinat ion.  
 
A copy of  SACOSS’ letter to Minister Conlon is avai lable on request.  
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