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The Stats

·5.4 million Australians over the age of 18 volunteer, or 

around 34 % of the adult population

·They give a total of 713 million volunteer hours

·Not-for-profit sector contribution to the economy 

valued at >$40 billion pa

·NFP volunteer contribution valued at >$14.6 billion pa

·There are 5 volunteers for every one paid worker in 

the not-for-profit sector

Sources: ABS Voluntary Work Survey 2006; Volunteering Australia 2009;

Productivity Commission report 2010; 

Valuing Volunteering: The Economic Value of Volunteering in South Australia by Dr Duncan Ironmonger, 2002.



The Stats

·Total volunteer economic contribution for Australia was 

valued at >$42 billion pa in 2002 rising to  >$70b in 

2008

·Total volunteer economic contribution for South 

Australia is valued at $5billion pa, which in 2002 was 

equivalent to 11.5% of Gross State Domestic Product.

·Most volunteers are aged from 35-44 years. 

·Those who worked the most hours in 2002 were aged 

65-74 (2.5 hours per week)

Sources: ABS Voluntary Work Survey 2006; Volunteering Australia 2009;

Productivity Commission report 2010; 

Valuing Volunteering: The Economic Value of Volunteering in South Australia by Dr Duncan Ironmonger, 2002.



The Stats

·The total imputed dollar value of the time 

donated to welfare service alone by 

volunteers ($27.4 billion) is almost double 

the total cash amount spent by all 

governments and non-government 

sources ($13.7 billion) in Australia. 

Source: Ironmonger, D Federation Press 2000 Volunteers and Volunteering.



In SA?

·In 2010, 17 key SA Community Services 

Sector organisations worked with 18,700 

volunteers.

·These volunteers contributed 4.3 million 

hours, with an economic value of $102 

million to their organisations. 

Source: Volunteering SA & NT 2010



Why volunteer?
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What some volunteers have saidé.

òVolunteering gives me a reason to get up in the morning.ó

òI have got to know lots of people in my local community and 

made lots of friends.ó

òBeing a single mum with children at school, I was bored at 

home and volunteering has got me out of the house and I 

have learnt some new skills.ó

òI have just moved from interstate and volunteering has 

enabled me to meet new people whilst helping the 

community.ó

Volunteering SA&NT



1. Informed voice in volunteering

2. Centre of knowledge and expertise

3. Promote volunteering as a fundamental 

and enriching part of life

4. Increase volunteering in the community

5. Develop skills of volunteers and managers 

of volunteers

Our Business



30%

21%

9%

11%

13%

13%

3%

Training

Information

Networking

Advice

Advocacy & Policy

Volunteer Referrals

Other

Our Services



·So what defines the health and community 

services sectorõs strength?

The Future

VOLUNTEERS....



Thank You


