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Youth at risk
ñThere is a great deal of confusion 

around hepatitis viruses among young 

people. While, young people have a 

reasonable understanding of HIV, 

their knowledge of hepatitis A, B and 

C is extremely poor. There are limited 

teaching resources available to assist 

teachers in developing hepatitis C 

education programs and because the 

primary mode of hepatitis C 

transmission is blood contact arising 

from unsafe drug injecting practices, 

hepatitisC is not routinely included in 

the curriculum.ò 
http://www.hepedu.org.au/educating/educating_youn

gpeople.php

http://www.hepedu.org.au/educating/educating_youngpeople.php
http://www.hepedu.org.au/educating/educating_youngpeople.php


Youth in South Australia
Â 23% of new hepatitis C 

infections are people aged 

between 10 ï29 years old

Â Average age of initiating into 

IDU 18 years

Â Young people who are 

homeless or at risk of 

becoming homeless show a 

strong correlation with IDU 

practice

Â ATSI have 6 to 11 times 

higher rate of newly diagnosed 

HCV infections than non-

indigenous people in SA



The aims

Â To increase participants 

knowledge about hepatitis C

Â To provide participants with 

photography and visual 

communication skills

Â To increase and strengthen 

collaboration and partnerships 

between the youth 

workforce/organisation/institu

tion and the hepatitis C 

Council of SA



The Concept

For young people to work with text 

and imagery to create a photo essay 

about hepatitis C.

The photo essays were to be used to 

raise awareness of hepatitis C 

prevention  



The Groups 

ÅBowden / 

Brompton school

ÅStreetlink Youth 

Service 

ÅMagill Youth 

Detention Centre

ÅRiverland 

Headspace



The Process
Â We had a Public Health Student 

from UniSA interview the Youth 

Agencies we wanted to work 

with to gauge needs and interest 

of the services and their clients

Â HCCSA developed information 

packages about the workshop and 

contacted interested youth 

agencies

Â Hired a community artist, body 

piercer and tattooist

Â Scheduled workshops and 

exhibition within timeline

Â Utilized exhibition for the launch 

of National Awareness Week



The workshop

Â 9 hours were allocated per 

each agencies

Â 3 hours were spent on 

hepatitis c education with 

the participants

Â 6 hours on developing the 

artwork

Â We requested that the 

agencies promoted the 

workshops to their clients 

and organised about 8 

participants to attend each 

session


