The Hon. <MP’s Name Here> MP
<Address Line 1>
<Address Line 2>
<Insert Date Here>
Dear Mr/Ms <MP’s Last Name Here>
I am writing to alert you to the need for improvement in the current state of law & justice issues in South Australia. I believe that the “tough on crime” mentality – encouraging increasingly harsh punishments in an attempt to deter and punish criminals – is an unsustainable, unhelpful and negative strategy. As a member of your electorate I am concerned that South Australia is not implementing more effective alternative options to reduce crime.
I believe it is time for change in South Australia’s law & justice system. For example, I believe we should place greater emphasis on rehabilitation and treatment programs for convicted offenders, as these programs are cheaper and more effective than imprisoning more and more individuals. South Australia must focus instead on reacting to crime and its impacts by engaging both victims and offenders, with an emphasis on ‘restoring’ the offender, the victim and the community. This means we must develop appropriate and fully resourced alternative sentencing sanctions that offer victims a greater opportunity to participate within the justice system and respond better to individual needs.

In light of these issues, I would like to draw your attention to the work of the South Australian Council of Social Service, the peak non-government representative body for community services in South Australia. SACOSS has released a paper outlining the issues in the current justice system and I urge you to consider the principles raised in this document.
With the right policies – policies that look to the long term future of our State – we can all help make people the foundation of policy in SA beyond the four-year cycle. By focusing on long term, preventative policies, you can help to ensure the prosperity of all South Australians.

Yours sincerely
